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The Difference in the Race and Ethnicity Concepts
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	The concepts of race and ethnicity are often confused despite having a subtle difference inherent in their meanings. While race focuses on the biological aspect of human beings; color, shape of face, skull shape, genetic ancestry, and hair type, ethnicity, on the other hand, deals with the cultural aspects such as; language, religion, tribal affiliation, and nationality among others (Santos, Palomares, Normando, & Quintão., 2010). Confusion often arises when the phenotypic connotations of race don’t explicitly imply the race. Such is the case of Brazilians where 87% of its white population have more than 10% black ancestry and around 27% of blacks in Minas Gerais, one of its town, having predominantly white genes (Santos et al, 2010, p. 123).
	I once had a friend whose ethnic background is quite diverse. His grandparents; the parents to his Father, were both immigrants from India. So according to the American consensus, his mother was racially ‘yellow’. On the other hand, the ethnicity background of his father’s side was quite diverse but mostly consisting of racially ‘white’ individuals. The background consisted of the Europeans; French, Scottish, German, Luxembourgian, and Dutch. Thus, it could be said that the father was racially ‘white’ since he has a mixed ethnic ancestry just as most Americans with a European Descent. Having such a diverse background, his race is dependent upon what he chooses to identify with according to the Census. He could identify as being either white or Asian (Yellow) or biracial as he has origins in both the Indian subcontinent and Europe (the US Census, n.d). He, however, was considered ‘Yellow’ by most of his peers due to his Asian background, much the same way Obama was mostly identified as being black despite technically being biracial (Carrol, 2008).
	On the other hand, his ethnicity is American. This is because he was born and raised in America and thus shares the values, practices, and beliefs of the group. He also has more commonality with the other Americans in terms of the language he speaks and his religion. He, for instance, speaks English like the rest of the Americans and what is more, it is the only language that he is versed with.
	From the example above we see how different the concepts of ethnicity and race. While the friend could consider himself White, Yellow, or both according to the Census, he was American despite his phenotypic traits or genetic ancestry.
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